


1e 
vl 
d, 
eS 
ig 
vil 
th 


it 


1s 
x 


ys 
y 


n 


Ot § SVS ee or OD 


ome OW ee ee FT 











—— 




















| sess lms a 
OS==51 JOE KW 








| 
| 























THEATRICAL JOURNAL 
Qa. ‘For I'm nothing, it not critical” PIs z 











Vor. XI. No. 534.) 


THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 1850. 


(One Penn. 








GEORGE BENNETT 
AUTHOR AND ACTOR, 


This favorite and much respected actor who 
has been so long a member of the Sadler’s 
Wells company claims Yorkshire as the 
country of his birth, having first drew breath 
in the town of Ripon, on the 9th of March, 
in the year 1800. His father was a popular 
provincial comedian and married Miss More- 
land, the sister of Lady Shackerley, of Kendal 
in Westmoreland. We find that prior to his 
taking to the stage he entered the navy, but 
nevertheless as early as seventeen we have 
account of his performance in Murphy’s play 
the “ Orphan of China.” 

After playing at Lynn, York, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne and Bath he made his bow to a 
metropolitan audience during Mr. Charles 
Kemble’s management of Covent Garden Thea- 
tre, early in the year 1823 (Jan. 27), in the 
character of Richard the Third. It is grati- 
fying to know that he was successful, though 
he labored under the disadvantage of never 
having played the character before. Why Mr. 
Kemble should have selected this part is to us 
a matter of surprise, as it is but courteous to 
study the wishes of debutantes on these, to 
them, important occasions, 

There are few living actors who have been 
connected with so many of the London thea- 
tres as Mr. George Bennett. The manner in 
which he has conducted himself in whatever 
company he has been a member, has always 
been such as to win general esteem. One of 
the greatest proofs of his punctual attention to 
his professional duties is the desire Mr. Ma- 
cready always felt to make him a member of 
his company ; we find him during his manage- 
ment of Covent Garden twelve years ago sus- 
taining a varied round of parts. It was about 


racter that he has made his own being through- 
out not only an original but a most powerful 
performance. Among his leading parts may 
be mentioned Pierre, Iago, Stukely, Buridan, 
(Tower of Nesle) Cassius, Job, Thornberry, 
&c., &. From the period of Mr. Macready 
throwing aside the reins of Drury until the 
inauguration of Sadler’s Wells, as a house for 
the representation of the National Drama we 
almost lost sight of Mr. Bennett, but on the 
3rd of June 1844 we find him sustaining 
Banquo to Mr. Phelps’ and Mrs. Warner's 
Macbeth and Lady Macbeth. The principal 
members of the new legitimate company were 
Mrs. Warner, Miss Lebatt, Miss Cooper, Mr. 
Bennett, Hudson, Marston, Forman, John 
Webster, and Phelps. He next played Bra- 
bantio in “ Othello,” Tobias in the ‘* Stran- 
ger,” Gabor in “ Werner,” Autonio in the 
‘‘ Merchant of Venice.” Appius in “ Virgini- 
us,” andthe King in ‘‘ Hamlet.” To follow 
him through alJl the numerous revivals in 
which he has given his valuable assistance 
would, however pleasing, be too lengthy a task 
suffice it to say that though the company has 
undergone many changes since its opening 
Mr. Bennett is not only one of the oldest, but 
one of the most popular members. 

Mr. Bennett has other important claims 
upon the public by contributing to the litera- 
ture of his country. At the time we write the 
chief attraction at Sadler’s Wells, is his finely 
written play of ‘ Retribution.” Last season 
he wrote “Justitia” for the Birmingham 
Theatre, which though it cannot be compared 
to the first mentioned either in language or 
plot is nevertheless a work of much talent. 
May he continue both as author and actor to 
gather good opinions. 


GARRICK FuNNYBONB. 





this time he first appeared as Caliban, a cha- 
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METROPOLITAN THEATRES, 


DRURY LANE _ | Egerton Wilks’s highly popular and very 
Mrs. Nisbett has left this theatre. We | effective drama, entitled “* Eva, the Betrayed ; 
- ew : ’ it 
have nothing to say In this place on the cause | the Ladye of Lambythe, ’ has been revived 


of her dismissal, but think Anderson has | With considerable success. The extraordinary 





acted properly ; Miss Vandenhoff played Ro- 


salind in “ As you Like it,” on Thursday. | 


We remember secing her in the part at the 
City of London Theatre some years ago, and 
find a very great improvement in her acting. 
ft is a beautiful and elegant performance, and 
would have done credit to any actress. It is 
full of sweetness, spirit, and vivacity, and the 
beauty and grace of this lady-like artiste were 
never seen to greater advantage. We hope 
Anderson will allow her to play Rosalind again 
at some future time. We hear “ Antigone” 
is likely to be produced shortly. In_ this 
sublime tragedy Mr. and Miss Vandenhoff 
created a powerful sensation at Covent Garden, 
and it will better suit the resources of the 
company here than comedies and translations. 
PRINCESS’S. 

Two new farces have been produced here, 
and fortunately both have been successful. 
One is entitled ** Hot and Cold” and the other 
**My Wife Shan’t Act.” Messrs. Forman 
Ray, Craven, Mesdames Saunders, Somers, 
and Pennett sustain the leading characters 
with a deal of spirit; the expedient, the author 
of the latter farce has been driven to, of in- 
troducing speeches from different parts of the 
house, is decidedly far-fetched, and looks as if 
he was hard up for a situation. 

STRAND. 

The simple pretty story, the ‘ Vicar of 
Wakefield,” has been dramatised for this 
theatre, by Mr. Tom ‘Taylor, and a very 
amusing drama he has made of it: the aeting 
is everything that can be desired ; the whole 
strength of the company are included in the 
cast, and we cannot single out one character 
more than another, all work together in har- 
mony. We can with confidence insure our 
readers it is a rich treat. 

QUEEN'S. 

The ‘* Bronze Statue”? continues its career 
with undiminished attraction, and an agreeable 
farce or two have been added to the entertain- 
ments with much success. Miss Rosina Spil- 
ler has become quite a favorite : her singing 
is agreeable, and her manners pleasing and un- 
affected. The house was extremely well and 
respectably attended on the evening we were 
present, 





and lengthened run of the drama when origin- 
ally produced will no doubt be in the recollec- 
tion of our readers. Miss Vincent’s perfor- 
mance of Eva far surpasses that of any lady 
we have previously seen support the character, 
and the Walter More of Mr. J. T. Jolnson, 
together with the Wilbert of Mr. Dudley, and 
the Bellisle of Mr. Neville, also merit very 
great commendation. Altogether the drama is 
extremely well acted, and put upon the stage 
and cannot fail to prove highly attractive. 
STANDARD. 

Mr. Douglass has re-appeared as Dick 
Drake in the “* Son of the Wave,’ and acted 
with all his usual spirit and dry humor. He 
is assuredly an admirable impersonator of the 
British Tar. The house continues to be ex- 
tremely well attended. ‘* Titus Andronicus,” 
is about to be revived here—it is announced 
for Monday next. Mrs. R. Honner's benefit 
on Tuesday last was of ccurse a bumper. 

BRITANNIA SALOON. 

A new legendary drama was produced here 
last week under the title of ‘‘ Lady Hatton, or 
the Suicide’s Tree,” from the pen of Dibdin 
Pitt. The scenery and machinery in it are 
undoubtedly the best we have ever seen at this 
theatre, Mr. Lane having spared neither time 
nor purse in making it complete and attrac- 
five; the last scene in particular is really 
splendid. Want of space compels us to defer 
noticing each performer seperately ; suffice it 
to say that each one, both male and female, 
were well-up in the different parts. We must, 
however, give especial notice to Mrs. Lane, 
who as Bridget Gladden (a young girl, fond of 
reckoningfher chickens before they’re hatched, 
and wanting to jump into affluence all at 
once, in fact as the bills say “ fond of build- 
ing castles in the air”) found full scope for 
the display of her charming qualities ; she was 
warmly applauded. The “ Heart of a True 
British Sailor’ concluded. Mr. Wilton per- 
sonating the testy old commodore, which he 
did true to life, indeed we think that there are 
very few parts that this gentleman can be seen 
to greater advantage in. ‘The Henry Nelson 


of Mr. Mordaunt and the Jack Windlass (an 
old tar covered with glory, viz. wounds), Mr. 





Broughton was extremely good, as was Mrs. 
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Ware as Emily. Miss Borrow appeared as 
Master Nelson) the son of Henry and Emily) 
dressed as a sailor, in which character she ex- 
ecuted a naval hornpipe, which was most rap- 
turously encored. The house was crowded, 
and we have no doubt but that the first piece 
will prove highly attractive and remunerative 
for some weeks to come. 


CONCERTS. 

The Musical World has been fully oecupied 
during the past week with entertainments of 
various charaeters, of which we have only space 
to notice a few of the principal. 

ST. MARTIN'S HALL, LONG ACRE. 

Mr. Willy's concert, being the sixth and 
last of the first classical series, was given on 
Monday evening, which was crowded to excess 
by an auditory fully capable of enjoying the 
programme, which comprised—Quintet in A 
major, Op. 18, Mendelssohn, played by Messrs. 
Willy, Lerbini, Weslake, Waud, and Piatti ; 
song, Mrs. Noble; aria, Mr. Land, “ O cara 
imagine,” Mozart; Grand trio in .D major, 
(Op. 70,) Beethoven, executed by Messrs. 
Sterndale Bennett, Willy, and Piatti ; Sonato 
duo, in B flat, Mendelssohn, by 8S. Bennett, 
and Piatti; song, Mrs. Noble; selection, pi- 
anoforte, Sterndale Bennett; song, Mr, Se- 
guin; Hummel’s grand quintet in E flat minor, 
by Messrs. S. Bennett, Willy, Westlake, Pi- 
atti, and Pratten (contra-basso).—Mr. Willy, 
has done more than any one man in England 
towards the clevating the national taste for the 
music of the great masters, and deserves the 
thanks of every musical amateur. 

HANOVER SQUARE ROOMS. 

The sixth series of Sterndale Bennett's 
classical pianoforte concerts commenced here 
on Tuesday evening ; overy seat was occupied 
by those who evidently were enabled to ap- 
preciate the choice selection, which, as we 
shall have future occasion to refer to these 
concerts, we shall merely say consisted of— 
Sonata in G major, (Op. 96,) violin and piano- 
forte (Herr Ernstand Mr. Sterndale Bennett) 
Beethoven ; sola sonata in F major, pianoforte 
(S. Bennett.) Mozart; song, (Miss Dolby), 


Handel ; Caprice, in B flat minor, (Op. 33), 


pianoforte, (S. Bennett,) Mendelssohn; di- 
versions, pianoforte (S. Bennett and his pu- 
pil Casins,) Bennett; song, (Miss Dolby,) 
Macfarren ; sonata, in C minor (Herr Ernst 
and Bennett,) Bach; and selections from 
Mendelssohn’s ‘ Lieder ohne Worte,” piano- 
forte by S. Bennett. 





DRAMATIC INSTITUTION, GOUGH STREET. 
The performances here progress weekly, with a 
vigour and improvement that we do not find at any 
other institution of the kind, and it is pleasing to 
us to be able to remark, that the management, the 
amateurs, and the audience are really very respect- 
able to what they were wont t» be. On Friday last 
Bulwer’s ‘* Richelieu” was performed, and if we 
except some of the minor characters, it was in every 
respect played much better than we had reason to 
anticipate. A Mr, Clinton, a new face to us, perso- 
nated Richelieu with great care and judgment: there 
is a monotony in his voice and style, but he fre- 
quently embodied his acting with a vigour that won 
him golden opinions with the audicnce; there is 
however a drawback in his performance. We 
allude to his not being able to pronounce the letter 
R, This gentleman appears t> be well versed in 
stage business, and we have no doubt he has played 
the same part before ; we shall be glad to see him 
in some other character. Mr. O'Neil we under- 
stand played the part of Baradas (the name in the 
bill was Roberts) at a short notice, which will ac- 
count for not having been perfect; hal he been so he 
would have been a successful representative of the 
character. Mr. Faucett who enicted De Mauprat, 
speaks intelligibly, but he is too hurried, neve: theless 
he acted with spirit and obtained frequent abbroba- 
tion. Mr. Randall as Louis acts without dignity, 
and is feeble in speech and action; the Joseph of 
Mr. Whitney is the best part we have seen him 
attempt: it was very creditable. My. Milford bur- 
lesqued the part of Berinsham ; the character is 
a gentleman with singular notions of propriety, but 
Mr. Milford made him a fool; the litthke Mr. War- 
hurst had to do as Huguet was played with ability, 
and is worthy of notice. Miss Barnett was the 
Julia de Montmar; she always acts with encrgy aud 
feeling, but almost every part she assumes, there 
is a similarity of sentiment and character; we hope 
to see her in a comedy the next time we witness her 
performance. Miss Rock is improving and bids 
fair of ultimate success. Miss Baddeley who un- 
dertook Francois, in consequence of the indisposi- 
tion of Miss Jenny Marsh, succeeded beyond expec- 
tation; she is inevry respect what we have said 
of her before—really very clever. We cannot close 
our remarks without warning Mr. Faucett and Mr, 
Whitney upon the very disagreeable knack they both 
have of continually stamping with their feet while 
speaking. We wonder if the manager, Mr, Marr, 
harges anything extra for wearing ou his stage. 





We bave received the following statement of the 
recent accident at the Marylebone Th:atre, from a 
highly esteemed friend .ipon whose accuracy we can 
depend, «nd are pleased at being able to give pub- 
licity to conduct so novly deserving of praise and 
admiration. It is not generally known that the poor 
gil who Was so {rightfully burnt at the Marylebone 
Theatre, on the night of the late soiree given by’ Mr. 
Watts, has continued to receive the most unremitting 
attention from Mrs. Mowatt, who attends upon her 
every dey for at leasi two hours: and that Mr, 
Watts has paid and continues to pay for medical 
attendance, and that Albert Smith has nobly sent her 
30s. per week, since the accident, and intends to con- 
tite to do so, ; ifs 
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PORTRAIT OF MR. BANVARD.- 





“ Mr. Banvard is the first projector of these enormous paintings of this class.” 


The words we have quoted are those of Mr. 
Edward Everett, a renowned American states- 
aman and writer, late minister to the Court of 
London, and the same subject is certified by 
Mr. Abbot Lawrence, the present ambassador 
to this country, and therefore we need say no- 
thing further respecting Mr. Banvard’s claims 
to the originality in his paintings, our pur- 
pose having been rather to give a brief sketch 
of his career, which however, has been one 
of such varied features, detailing a series of 
adventures of the most exciting nature, that 
we cannot impart to it one tittle of the in- 
terest that will be derived from a perusal of 








the book issued by Mr. Banvard at his exhi- 
bition, and to whlch, containing as it does a 
mass of amusing anecdotes and information, 
with a full account of Mr. Banvard’s very 
romantic career, we cannot do better than 
refer our readers. 

Mr. Banvard has recently finished a second 
painting, being of the Ohio, showing Cincinnati 
and other places, and to the wonderful accu- 
racy of which we have before borne testimony 
in the Theatrical Journal, He is yet om- 
paratively a young artist, so that we may 
look for something more from the genius that 
could accomplish so herculanean an under- 
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taking, so gigantic an idea, which seems truly 7 ioe are odious, we prefer James 
F sTIs as allack. 
i kindred bg the illimitable forests and vast ex J. M. L.—You may no doubt have the acquirements 
tent of his native land. The fame of the ar- 


i ; < you speak of, and yet not have a mind to embody 
tist is the property of his country. We can-| ~ great characters, If you are bent upon taking to 


not conclude our notice more appropriately} the stage, study the parts you think you are best 

than with the words of Governor Briggs : qualified to play, and try your luck in the pro- 

‘ - 5 vinces, but you will find if difficult to get engaged 

* His genius and enterprise will be honoured so without arecommendation from a theatrical agent 
jong as the great Father of Waters, and its nume- 


in town, 
yous tributaries, continue to pour their flowing tides | A New Sus.—We have given a memoir of Mr. 
jnto the ocean.” 


H. Betty some three years back. 
H. Crarx.—Our previous engagements prevented 
CORRESPONDENCE. us from attending Elocutionary Entertainment. 











To Our Reapers. Mrs. Mowatrt.—Our esteemed 
friend, Garrick Funnybone, wishes us to make 
known that the work he stated Mrs. Mowatt to 
have written for the Havre Theatre, was for the 
little private theatre at her own estate on Long 
Island. Also that she was born in 1825 and not 
1820, as stated by the ‘‘ Lady’s Newspaper” and 
** London Journal.’’ —_ : - 

J. Hersert.—Collier got a license for Drury Lane THURSDAY, MARCH ith, 1850. 
somewhere about the year 1710. Mr. J. W. Seige 
Collier was born in 1818, and consequently is THE LON ce HEATRES. 
nigh 32, We have not yet published his memoir. Q S. 

We do not know whether he is a descendant from (Continucd from page 69.) 
the same family. i 

R. J.—Miss Addison and Miss Miran are sisters. b ae fon in management 

Incoc.—How can you expect us to know if Mrs.| DY the Ja r. John Brunton, formerly so 
Nisbett has a beau. You eee — us more about | well known as an actor at Covent Garden 

her personal attractions than we know. Wrap your _ 

heart up in lavender and lock it in your chest. Re- Theatre, and father of one of the most cele- 


collect she has been twice married, and pray don’t brated of our modern actresses, Mrs. Yates. 


make a donkey of yourself. Dispel your day This lady had then very recently made a 
Some Wane wiles at : bens! —— most successful debut at Covent Garden, 


fail, we’ll send you a volume of the Journal. but circumstances conspiring to militate 


An Apmimer oF Manston.—The “ Patrician’s | against her success at that gigantic estab- 
Daughter’ was produced on the 10th December 


1842, during Mr. Macready’s management. - she nag 3 from it and joined 
Miss Helen Faucit was the original Lady Mabel. | 1€T father at the “ West London,” as this 


Miss Addison attempted the character at Sad- | theatre was then called, whereshe appeared 
ler’s Wells, but her performance was a complete 


copy from the original on the 9th of September, 1822. An ad- 
W. W.—Miss Fauny Vining debuted at the Mary- dress was spoken on the occasion of her first 


lebone as Margaret Aylmer. We prefer her to | appearance, by Mr. Brunton, from which 
Miss Vandenhoff in the part. 








Sournar. 























Historicus.—Incledon died at Worcester, Feb. 11 he sete ty hecpetse lines, it being un- 
hi- 1826. Mrs. Pope died 30th July, 1818; age 75. | derstood that the specific allusion made, was 
. David Rees died in Cork, Nov. 12, 1843. Laman | to this lady, by the way, then, Miss Eliza 
sod a f Blanchard was born I5th May 1803; married to Brunton. 
ion, ; Miss Eliza Gates 24th Feb. 1824. Nantz (Vic- : 
ery : toria) died 6th May 1844. Wycherly, the author, “‘ The Comic Muse may here erect her throne, 
han f died in 1706; born in 1641. Wrote the “ Coun- And claim her humble votaries for her own ; 

, f try Wife,” the “ Plain Dealer,” and the “ Gen- One of her favour’d daughters will be found, 

i tleman Dancing Master.” We hope these will | Who held hertrain‘on neighbouring classic ground 
ond satisfy you. Next time you write pray don’t Hither she brings Thalia’s sportive wiles, 
nati mind giving us a little trouble. e would| And hopes as there, to court and win your smiles. 
cus answer the rest of your questions, but we have| ‘The flower transplanted from its parent bed, 

to visit two theatres before we go to bed, so fare- On other soil may still its fragrance shed ; 
ony ; well till next week. With tint as vivid deck its new parterre, 
om- J. L.—We are obliged by his subscription, the| And with luxuriant freshness flourish here, 
may Journal will be forwarded weekly for the next Under this management the compan 
that three months free of postage. : 
“way ASurnevite.—We notice the performances quite | 4S @ vast improvement upon any preced- 


as frequent as they deserve. ing one at this theatre; among the names 
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we find that of Miss Holdaway, a very po- 
pular comic actress and singer, Miss 
Louisa Brunton, a younger sister of Mrs. 
Yates, Mr. Hooper, afterwards of Drury 
Lane, and subsequently manager of the 
Brighton Theatre, and several others of 
some considerable fame. Light vaudevilles 
and farces were principally played, but a 
melodrama entitled the ‘* Anaconda,’ 
founded upon a celebrated tale by the 
“‘Wizard Romancist,” Mr. M. G. Lewis, 
made perhaps the greatest hit of the sea- 
son. Nevertheless with all these “ aids 
and appliances to boot,” the speculation 
turned out most disastrously, and Brunton 
was obliged to beat a retreat from a thea- 
tre which seemed now destined indeed to 
verify the ill-omened cognomen previously 
bestowed upon it, viz., that of being “ the 
worst theatrical property in London.” 
For some little time the establishment re- 
mained closed, when it was again opened 
under the management of Mr. Beverley, 
who resumed the reins of government and 
retained his position for several years with 
however but very fluctuating success. 
Atout this period it was called the Regency 
Theatre, and obtained a just celebrity for 
French plays, exotic dramatic literature 
appearing far more congenial to the soil 
of ‘Tottenham Street, than articles of home- 
spun manufacture. A fair specimen of this 
fact may be given by transcribing the prices 
demanded and paid for admission to wit- 
ness the performances of Madlle. George, in 
1826, when the boxes were advertised at 
ten shillings, for a single ticket, and the pit 
and gallery were charged five shillings for 
each individual. 

These performances, however, have had 
their day at this theatre, and it is now 
some years since a foreign troupe figured 
on these boards. Shortly after the final 
secession of Beverley, Mr. George Wild, 
the well-known comic actor and singer, be- 
came lessee, when the style of entertain- 
ments was sensibly improved, and a very 
fair company, under the stage management 
of the late Mr. W. Elliott, was drawn to- 
gether ; at this time Mr. CharlesSelby, the 
popular farce writer, made his first dramatic 


——— 





a ee er oe 


essay, Which was produced upon these boards 
with very great success. After a season 
or two Mr. Wild wassucceeded in manage- 
ment by Mr. Frank Burton, who in his 
turn resigned his office again to Mr. Wild 
in whose hands the speculation remained 
vested with divers very brief and unimpor- 
tant intervals until 1834, when it was 
taken by the Messrs. Bond, of “ play notori- 
ety,” by whom the direction of the theatre 
was entrusted to the well known andcharm- 
ing actress Mrs. Nisbett, in whose name 
the establishment was once more opened to 
the public, elegantly fitted up, and tenanted 
by a first rate company of farce and bur- 
lesque performers, among whom figured 
conspicuously that well-known and genuine 
“son of Momus,” the late Mr. John Reeve, 
The commencement of the campaign was 
most successful, but reverses soon began to 
chequer the prosperity, and finally the fair 
manageress and her two charming sisters 
seceded from the theatre, and Messrs. Bond 
relinquished the very dubious — 


(To be continued.) 


“THE ANTIGONE.’ 

(To the Editor of the TueaTricaAL JourNnat,) 

Sir.—Now that the fact of Mrs. Nisbett 
being no longer a member of Mr. Anderson’s 
corps, it is impossible for him to place leading 
comedies on his boards ina style calculated to 
draw the town, it behoves all the lessee’s well- 
wishers to support him in developing the great 
tragic strength which remains to him in his 
company as it stands. Himself and Vanden- 
hoff form the nucleus of great things in serious 
business, and nothing would set the impulses 
of the public in his favour more thoroughly in 
tune than the revival of that unexhausted and 
most fascinating lyric tragedy, the “ Antigone ” 
of Sophocles, It would cost some little out- 
lay for the chorus singers, but it would be an 
outlay that would repay itself tenfold, for it 
would draw back paying box company, as 
well as secure a far better pit and gallery at- 
tendances, than utterly worn out tragic stock 
pieces, however good in themselves, or than 
high life comedies, like the “School for 
Scandal,” the ‘Rivals,’ &c., which he has 
not now the elements in his theatre to present 
satisfactorily to his patrons. Wherever I mix 
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in circles that take a hearthside interest in the 
grand drama, I hear the repeated enquiry, 
Why does not Anderson revive theAntigone?” 
[t will assuredly take the town by storm, asit 
did in 1845, for not a tenth of those willing 
and anxious to see it have had the opportunity 
hitherto to gratify their desire of so doing. 
I an, Sir, 
Yours very faithfully, 
A Leeitimatist. 





TIE STAGE AS IT WAS, AS IT IS, 
AND AS IT MAY BE, 

When there were no longer any great poct® 
living, great actors arose, and people went to 
see them rather than the plays they acted. 
First care Betterton, the greatest of sublime 
tragedians, though he had not the wonderful 
versatility of Garrick. His range of cha- 
racter, like that of Mrs, Siddons, was limited ; 
hut if we are able to judge from what has been 
written on him, he was a most excellent actor, 
and probably the finest Hamlet in the world. 
A Garrick, a Betterton, or a Siddons ean sup- 
port the fabric of the stage, but without great 
dramatists their genius is thrown away. Of 
positively great actors we have now not one. Not 
only have we no Betterton, no Garrick, no Sid- 
dons—first in the very first rank,—bnt where 
have we a John Kemble, an Edmund Kean, or 
a Spranger Barry? Macready and Brooke 
may rank as great tragedians, Absolute 
perfection we rarely indeed find, but there is 
often greatness in parts where there is not as 
awhole. The acting of Mrs. Butler at least 
proves this. There never was so great an 
abundance of female histrionic talent as at 
present. The greatest of living performers 
(Rachel) is a woman: but we question 
whether an actress without a fine actor can 
induce people to go frequently to the theatre. 
Would people have gone so often to see Mrs. 
Siddons if John Kemble had not played with 
her? Itis not pleasant to see Macbeth mur- 
dered, even if Lady Macbeth is magnificently 
acted, At the present time great plays would 
create more enthusiasm and more enduring 
results than great performers. The age of 
clap-trap is past, and we are all becoming 
cool and critical. We want a new style of 
acting, uniting genius and fine taste. The 
stage will become what it never yet has been, 
if properly regulated: It will teach only the 
noble and the sublime, and all buffoonery, in- 





But in order to bring this about, we must 
have a new drama, and ample encouragement 
to dramatists must be afforded. All men duly 
qualified should have a hearing; and as so 
many theatres will be devoted to the legitimate 
drama, this will not be a difficult matter. 
The Press must exert its energies more than 
ever, and our dramatic poets must not be 
weary of well doing. Monopoly has breathed 
its last, and the public may now go wherever 
they please to hear the language of poctry. 
It may be said that we reiterate such senti- 
ments as these, and so we do; but it is neces- 
sary to keep the subject before the public un- 
til all is accomplished. R.B. 





ATHENEUM.—KING'S CROSS. 

The entertainments on Monday com- 
menced with thé drama of “ Time Tries 
All.” The gentleman who acted Leeson 
played and dressed the character extremely 
well, and though evidently very young he 
never forgot that he was the father of a 
girl old enough to be married. Matthew 
was rather too loud in his delivery and in 
the first act stooped rather awkwardly, in 
other respects we were well pleased with 
him. Tact was admirably impersonated. 
Mr. Yawn was rather overacted. Laura 
Leeson gave her words with two much im- 
port: she read the part more as if itwas 
the Queen in “ Hamlet,” than an every- 
day young lady who hardly knows her 
own mind. We need scarcely say that 
Miss Monro (the only one of the company 
whose name we knew) was thoroughly at 
home as theservant; her acting invariably 
‘merits much laudation. 


MR. LOVE'S ENTERTAINMENTS, 
Ventriloquial and Polyphonic. 

It was with great satisfaction that we noticed the 
return to town of our very amusing and well re- 
nowned friend of the ‘many voices,” who has 
commenced his usual spring series of entertainments 
at Crosby Hall, the Music Hall, Store Street, and 
various other spots in the great metropolis. We 
have so often had occasion to speak of Mr. Love’s 
performances that anything we could now say would 
be supererogatory; heis one of the very few who 
can entertain an audience during an entire evening 
without causing a feeling of weariness: indeed 
laughter is always the predominant feature at Mr. 
Loves life-like sketches of character and amusing 
combinations. Whether we witness the Voyage to 
Hamburgh, Love’s Labours Lost,Love in all Shapes, 
the Zoological Concert, or any other Reminiscenses, 
we confess to equal amusement. The entertain- 





decency, and nonsense will be purged away. 


ments have been crowded every evening. 
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PROVINCIAL. 

Norwicn.—Our season has hitherto been highle 
successful, and the unremitting exertions of thy 
manager to merit success really deserves the pub- 
lic patronage. Some of the most popular new and 
attractive dramas have been produced with very 
considerable eclat, ‘and in very good taste, and also 
supported by a fairaverage company. Mr. Paunce- 
furt has become a very decided favourite; his per- 
formance of Captain Bamboozle in Egerton Wilks’s 
ludicrous and amusing farce’ of “ Bamboozling,” 
literally excited roars of laughter last week. We 
hear that Mr. Barber’s drama of “ La Dame St. 
Tropez,”’ is in preparation. 

Suerrietp.—The season here is now drawing 
to a close, having been upon the whole, visited with 
a fair average of success. Mr. J. F. Saville is a 
favourite with the townsfolk, and has certainly 
catered well, especially during the last campaign fos 
the public amusement ; the operatic performances 
which he has been the means of placing before the 
public, would alone entitle him to much eulogium, 
while his own acting and that of his amiable lady in 
the regular drama could not fail to please by their 
ability and taste. 

CarMarntTHEeN.—Mr. F. Barton is the manager 
with us at present, and likely so to remain, seeing 
that he and his company are much admired and re- 
spected. The ‘‘ Stranger ” was acted a few evenings 
back, when Miss Marian Douglass won ‘ golden 
opinions” from a very good house. 

OxForp.—The term has not been without its 
varied amusements, all of which received very 
liberal support. Jullien gave two grand concerts 
at the Town Hall, with Mdlle. Jetty Treffz, who 
was rapturously received. Mr. Love, the polypho- 
nist, an established favourite, gave two evenings at 
at his old quarters inthe Assembly Rooms, and had 
larger audiences than usual. Mr. Harris, of the 
London and American Theatres, gave the last en- 
tertainments, being devoted to Ethiopian music and 
dancing, (by, we believe the original company of 
“* Harmonists,’’) aided by Mr. Hall, the renowned 
Wizard of the West, who introduced some astounding 
feats of ambidextrous prestigiation. The entertain- 
ments were very successful. Several others are ex- 
pected to take place. 














“OUR CHATTER-BOX 





New Music.—The Honeymoon Polka. Composed 
and dedicated to Mrs. F. Eskell, of Manchester, by 
P. Ez-kiel. London, R. Addison and Co. Of the 
myriad of Polkas with which we are inundated, we 
have teen none with which we are better pleased than 
he Honeymoon, and we consider it as certainly one 
of the prettiest and most appropriate of the season 
To the fairladies of Manchester, in particular, it will 
be a most acceptable gift, having been composed on 
the occasion of the marriage of the lady to whom it is 
dedicated : and there ls a gay and festive joyousness 
lunning through the melody that is quite inspiring. 
It is ‘got up” in excellent style with a coloured 
title-page, representing a kind of Hymenial Temple, 
interspersed with flowery paths, rendering it quite an 
ornameut to the boudoir. 

Douglas Jerrold’s comedy of “Time Works 
Wonders,” is about being revived at the Haymarket. 








We understand that Mr. Sims Reeves has been 
engaged by Mr. Lumley as principal tenor at her 
Majesty’s Theatre, Signor Gurdoni’s state of health 
being such as to render it impossible for him to at- 
tempt singing in public. 

Miss Catherine Hayes has been performing at 
the Theatre Royal, Dublin,with immense applause. 
The Dnblin critics speak of her musical talents in 
terms of the utmost eulogy. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
EDUCTION OF PRICES. — Egyptian Hall 
Piccadilly —BANVARD’S NEW GRAND 

MOVING PANORAMA OF THE OHIO 
RIVER, AND WESTERN BANKS OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI, showing Cincinnati, the Queen 
city of the West, and extending th ough the heart 
of America to the city of New Orleans. The public 
are respectfully informed, that, in order to give all 
classes an opportunity of witnessing this exhibition, 
the Prices of Admission are reduced as follows ;— 
Reserved seats, 2s.; Back seats, 1s.; Gallery, 6d, 
The painting will, as usual, be exhibited every 
morning at half-past two,—evening, half-past seven 








EW POLK A.—Just Published,—THE 

HONEYMOON POLKA, composed and 
dedicated to Mrs. F. Eskall, of Manchester, by P. 
Ezekiel. With a coloured title page, price 2s. 
London, R. Addison and Co., 210, Regent Street. 
“One ofthe prettiest and most appropriate of the 
season.’’--Ed. T. J. 











ASINO D& VENISE, 218, High Holborn. — 
Duly Licensed.—Mr. Packer’s grand band will 
perform during the week the ‘Enchanted Harp,” 
and “ Row,” and ‘ Isabel,’’ polkas; the “ Oak and 
Ivy,” “Conningsby,” and “ Valentine’? quadrilles 
&c. M.C’s., Messrs. Jarvis and assistants.— 
Commence at eight, and close at twelve—Admis- 
sion, ls. 





ARIA MANNING, Geerge Manning, Bloom- 
field Rush, taken from life during their 
trials.—A cast in plaster of Mr. O’Connor, with a 
plan of the kitchen where he was murdered. Models 
of Stanfield-hall and Potash- farm are now added to 
the Chamber of Horrors, at Madame TUSSAUD 
and SON’S EXHIBITION BAZAAR, Baker- 
street, Portman-square.—Open from eleven til] 
dusk, and from seven till ten.—Admittance, Is. ; 
small room, 6d. extra. 








SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
Three Months....One Shilling. 
Six Months’ ....T wo Shillings. 
Twelve Months .. Four Shillings. 
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